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YOUTH WORK CAMPS GET UNDER WAY 
with Successful Project in Thailand 


Digging a foundation for a clinic, building 
am irrigation dam, and painting a church’s in- 
terior are the tangible results of an Interna- 
tional Work Camp held from April 10 to 30 
in Nakorn Sritamaraj, South Thailand. To this 
work camp, sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches and the Church of Christ in Thailand, 
came thirty young people whose chief purpose 
was to “witness to Christ with the work of their 
hands.” An American and a Thai were co-direc- 
tors; the others were students, missionaries or 
local residents. Besides Thai participants there 
were Malayans—some from Indian or Chinese 
backgrounds—and six Americans. Those who 
came from other parts of Thailand or from 
Malaya paid their traveling expenses; all paid 
for their board; none was paid for the work he 
did. This last fact, perhaps more than any 
other, was found to astonish the community in 
which the work was going forward. 


This is one of a total of 28 work camps 
planned for this year by the Youth Department, 
World Council of Churches. They are a very 
important part of the program of the Council. 
By bringing together young people from vari- 
ous countries, of various races and beliefs and 
_ traditions, the World Council endeavors to help 
young people understand and participate in the 


ecumenical movement. Each project is a minis- 
try to a particular human need, and often 
enough the need would not be met were it 
not for these camps where young people who 
wish to live in a Christian atmosphere and share 
a Christian experience volunteer from 5 to 8 
hours a day of hard labor. 

Other work camps scheduled for Asia include 
three in Japan, one in Malaya, one in the Philip- 
pines, one in Thailand, one in Lebanon and one 
in Cyprus. (Continued on page 2) 


(Continued from page 1) 

Some of the projects which work campers 
will undertake in Europe, where there will be 
seventeen camps, include the remodeling of an 
Alpine chalet for the French Protestant Stu- 
dent Movement and reconstruction activities in 
the flooded areas of the Netherlands. Two 
camps will be held in the United States—in 
East Harlem Protestant Parish and in Puerto 
Rico. About 600 young Protestants will parti- 
cipate in the various ecumenical work camps. 


In Thailand 

At Nakorn, Sritamaraj, under the tropic sun, 
shovels sent the dirt flying as the thirty campers 
(the two directors included) dug to fill in the 
foundations for a maternity center for charity 
patients. For seven days they dug and heaved and 
perspired, the Americans exchanging sallies in 
definitely “fractured” Thai, much to the amuse- 
ment of the local children who, sometimes with 
their parents, turned out in numbers to watch. 
The day began at 5:30. Worship and medita- 
tion from 6:00 to 6:30 was followed by break- 
fast and then to work. Bibie study sessions were 
held after dinner. During the second week an 
irrigation dam was built so that farmers might 
have water in the dry season when the fields 
must be flooded for ploughing. Here, a com- 
promise between modern, scientific ideas of 
dam construction and the traditional way fol- 
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‘ 
A moving part of the 
summer’s experience fo: 
the thirty young peopl 
who attended the Thai 
land camp at Sritamarat 
was the morning th: 
work campers visited 
nearby colony for per 
sons with leprosy ans 
joined in the service 
with the patients. | 


lowed there for centuries, was worked out 

everyone's satisfaction. Before the three we 
were up the work campers had also dug s 
for the foundation of a new Christian Boy 
School, painted the interior of the local chure 
visited a leprosy hospital and attended worshi 
on two Sundays in a leprosy colony. The cam 
ers received a citation from the Lord Mayor ¢ 
Nakorn Sritamaraj Municipality attesting to t 
charitable work which the camp had performes 
and expressing appreciation for it. 


“What better laboratory than a work 
camp, made up of men and women of 
many nations and races, living together 
at close quarters, working shoulder to 
shoulder, talking late and early, struggling 
themselves for world community—outside 
the immediate influence of the forces that 
create separation in the world but learn- 
ing that there are other forces of which 
the world knows little. 

“Can we see each work camp as clear- 
ing the ground and laying the founda- 
tions for the Church that is to come, while | 
theologians and church leaders toil away _ 
at the blueprints of the building that is 
to rise on the site?” 

—NMiIss JEAN FRASER 
Secretary, Youth Dept., WCC | 
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YOUTH SECRETARY 


The Rev. Philip Pot- 
ter, of the West Indies, 
was appointed chairman 
of the World Council 
of Churches’ Youth De- 
partment Committee at 
Alwaye, India, in Janu- 
ary, 1953. He will visit 
West Africa this sum- 
mer as a representative 
of this Committee and 


of the Youth Committee of the World Council 
| of Christian Education. The visit will afford 


ll . 


opportunity for conference and discussion with 
those responsible for the training of youth in 
the churches. He will visit Nigeria in time for 
a meeting of the Christian Council, where the 
possibility of a youth leadership training course 
is being considered. 

In September he will be in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, where he will report to a conference on 
leadership training in Christian youth work, 
concerning some needs and problems of West 
African churches. 


Since 1948, Mr. Potter has been a minister 
of the English Methodist Church in Haiti. He 
studied in Jamaica and at Richmond College, 
London, and was Overseas Secretary of the 
British Student Christian Movement from 1945 
to 1948. 


“A SHIP SETS SAIL" 


Jean Fraser, Secretary of the Youth Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches, is 
author of A Ship Sets Sail (Friendship Press, 
New York, 94pp., $1.00). 


The book takes its title from the ecumenical 
ship which has become the symbol of the World 
Council. 


The foreword by the Rev. William Keys 
points out that “One of the notable facts of 
church life around the world today is the growth 
and development of the church youth fellow- 
ship in which young people take a major role 
in determining policy and program. A Ship 
Sets Sail shows (them) thinking clearly and 
acting responsibly as they take their place in 
the life and task of their own churches and the 
ecumenical movement.” 


How to be a Christian in these days of na- 
tional and international tensions and upheavals 
is its major theme. Ideas for study and discus- 
sion groups, prayers, and short bibliographies 
for each chapter add to its value. 


Miss Fraser says of the Church: “Unimpres- 
sive to the eyes of the world, often ignored by 
powerful forces, in many countries insignifi- 
cant in numbers . . . the Church still carries 
within itself the assurance that it is in the 
world by the will of God and must witness to 
him until he brings in his Kingdom.” 


Two Co-Secretaries for Youth Work Camps: The 
Rey. William Perkins (left), a minister of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S. and 
Heinrich C. Rohrbach, a native of Germany, who 
has had wide experience in social work and in 
National Student Christian activities. He studied 
+ theology in the United States. 


Three young 
people from the 
First Presbyteri- 
an Church in 
Hollywood, 
Calite. wilo 
sailed in June 
to take part in 
the work camps 
in Japan. Left 
to right: Har- 
riet C. Prichard, 
a student at 
Princeton Theo- 

: ae logical Semi- 
nary; Hugh S. Harris, a graduate of Baptist Theo- 
logical School, Calif., and Roger L. Meriwether 
who is also studying for the ministry. 
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W.C.C. Meetings Scheduled 

at Ecumenical Institute 
CHATEAU DE BOSSEY, CELIGNY, SWITZERLAND 
. Executive Committee, W.CC. ..... August 5-9 


Commission of the Churches on 


International Affairs 0000000... 9-12 


Meeting of the Assembly Prepara- 


PeaE Ye ROUGE ES gray bee torre “Ley 
Study Department .... So Orn 
Advisory Committee on _ the 

Theme of the Assembly ............ 22-30 
Working Committee of the Com- 

mission on the Life and Work 

of Women in the Church ....... Sept. 1-3 


The Rev. Dr. Harlan Paul Douglass, widely 
known for his ecumenical activity and for 
research in the field of religion, died in Mont- 
clair, N.J., on April 14 after a brief illness. He 
was 82 years old. Dr. Douglass was editor of 
Christendom from 1938 to 1949 and one of 
the associate editors of the Ecwmenical Review 
from 1948 to 1950. He was the author of sev- 
eral books on the subject of church co-operation. 


Mrs. Leslie E. Swain, of Massachusetts, re- 
ceived the firsts Church Woman of the Year 
award at the third annual Washington pilgrim- 
age sponsored by Church Management Maga- 
zine. Mrs. Swain is a member of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


BEQUEST FORM 


Friends of the World Council who de- — 
sire to perpetuate by a legacy their — 
interest in the Ecumenical Movement, 
may use this simple form of bequest:— 


I give and bequeath to the Friends of 
the World Council of Churches, Inc., 
incorporated under Section 30 of the 
Membership Corporation Law of New 
York State on January 27, 1943, the 
sum of 


Dotlars: ($2.c00e0 


to be applied to the use and purpose of 
said corporation. 


(Attested signature) 


Syracuse University and the Hartford Sem: 
nary Foundation have announced, a joint pre 
gram to train men and women to write simp) 
leaflets and articles for the millions of adult 
who are learning to read in under-develope 
countries around the world. 


R.E. PACKETS— 

Packets of material suitable for use by teach 
ers who wish to teach children in vacatio 
schools or conferences about their ecumenic 
ties, are available from the World Council « 
Churches, 156 Fifth Ave., New York—25¢. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


SEC. 34.65(e), PL. & R. 
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Visiting Europe? 

} Even in America you cannot appreciate the 
church life of a town just by passing through 
fit aes and glancing at the church building. 


does not count for much in Europe, just because 
he finds it so hard to meet. 


The people who know most about the real 
Zu ope. Many a building has been restored, 


[stocked in the years immediately after the war, 
by gifts from US. churches. Still this Inter- 


} visitation, a network of Christian relationships 
which reflects the life of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Though the material destruction is not so 
}prominent in Europe today, a far worse de- 
struction goes steadily on. Millions of ordinary 
people, who /Jook ordinary to the passerby, are 
-}homeless refugees—the result of that vast dis- 
4 placement of human beings which two world 
ij wars have left in their wake. That is why the 
.| Service to Refugees of the W.C.C. must still be 
‘| so active, and why so many European congrega- 
tions are twice as large and twice as poor as 
they once were. 

Anyone wishing to make contact with this 
«4 world of bitter, human misery, and rigorous, 
) Christian fellowship, behind the scenes in Euro- 
i) pean cities, should ask their church headquarters 
or the World Council of Churches’ office in 
| New York for a booklet with addresses of some 
of the key people who can show them what 
the average visitor is bound to miss. 


—R. MACKIE, W.C.C., Geneva 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
| bulletin published by the World Council of 
| Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches, 
| 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie 
| Thomas Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, 

editor. The Council unites 161 Anglican, Ortho- 
dox and Protestant communions in 46 countries. 
Neither the COURIER nor the World Council of 
Churches is responsible for opinions quoted in 


its columns. 
GS 3.47 


ma ny a pastor reclothed, many a library re- - 


CHICAGO AREA PLANS 
FOR 1954 ASSEMBLY 


The Rev. Ralph G. Schell, minister of the 
Morgan Park Baptist Church, Chicago, will be 
executive director of the Chicago Area-Midwest 
World Council Assembly Committee. The Com- 
mittee is sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches and the Church Federation of Greater 
Chicago to plan the opening evening service of 
worship of the Second Assembly of the W.C.C. 
on August 15, 1954, in Soldier Field. 

Other events planned in connection with the 
Assembly include a loan exhibit of religious 
masterpieces at the Chicago Art Institute; a con- 
cert by the Chicago Symphony; evening meet- 
ings which will be open to the public at McGaw 
Hall with outstanding speakers; and a visitors’ 
program at Cahn Hall, Evanston, during the day 
when the 600 delegates are in study or business 
sessions. 

Also planned is a two-week Ecumenical In- 
stitute for 2,000 American ministers prior to 
the opening of the Assembly, sponsored by a 
group of Protestant, Episcopal and Orthodox 


theological seminaries in Greater Chicago. 
* * * 


Dr. Robert Nelson sailed June 3 for Geneva. 
He is the new World Council of Churches’ 


Secretary for Faith and Order. 
* * * 


The Rev. John Turnbull, a graduate of Yale 
Divinity School, has gone to Geneva to work 
in the W.C.C. Study Department. 

* * * 


Miss Antonia H. Froendt of the New York 
staff of the World Council, sailed in May for 
Europe. She addressed the General Assembly of 


the Church of Scotland. 
* * * 


The Rev. Robert Tobias, who has served for 
several years as assistant director of the 
W.C.C.’s Department of Inter-church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, in Geneva, Switzerland, 
returned to the United States June 3. He will 
continue his ministry with his own denomina- 


tion, the Disciples of Christ, here in the States. 
* * * 


Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, Executive Secretary 
of the Congregational Christian Missions Coun- 
cil, has been elected President of the Vellore 
Christian Medical College Board. 
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THE CHURCH — HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD 


The Student Volunteer Movement for Chris- 
tian Missions becomes a department of the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USS.A. early next fall. 


* * * 


A new ecumenical refugee welfare center, 
“House of the Open Door,” has been opened 
in Berlin to provide Christian care for fugitives 
from the Soviet Zone. The Swedish Relief Com- 
mittee for German Children donated the wood- 
en building while the entire maintenance ex- 
pense, including workmen’s wages, is being met 
by the World Council of Churches out of a gift 
from the Ford Foundation. The staff of three 
has been brought from France, Germany and 
Switzerland by CIMADE. 


* * * 


A National Church Council, summoned by 
the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church, and attended by 107 delegates, has re- 
established the Bulgarian Patriarchate by elect- 
ing Bishop Kiril, Metropolitan of Plovdiv, as 
Patriarch. The Bulgarian Patriarchate was dis- 
continued in 1393 when Bulgaria was con- 
quered by the Turks. 


* * * 


A Work Seminar in Ecumenical Living will 
be held at Kerk en Wereld, the Training Insti- 
tute of the Netherlands Reformed Church, near 
Driebergen, Holland, July 18 to August 10, 
1953. The seminar will be followed by a trip 
to Germany August 10-18. This program has 
been developed for Christians 25 to 50 years 
of age who want to share in an interdenomina- 
tional, international experience. Eight to ten 
Americans, men and women, will be accepted. 
The remainder of the group (25 to 30) will be 
Europeans. 

* ¥* * 


Indonesia's “Great East’—the many islands 
lying east and northeast of Java—is to have a 
united theological school, to train native pastors 
and preachers to fill the growing demands for 
Christian leadership. This area with its million 
Protestant Christians, represents the greatest 


i 


concentration of Christian population in As 
outside of India. 


* * * 


There are seventy-two Christian schools 
Japan with an enrollment of 103,000 studen: 


* * * 


Several historic Rumanian churches are beis 
restored with help of neighboring churche 
according to the “Hungarian Church Ner 
Service,” Budapest. First Protestant churches 
be restored were the church of Des (built 
1450), the church of Szek (built in 1280) aa 
the old church of Szekelykovesd. 


* * * 


Nearly 12,500,000 pounds of powdered ma 
—USS. Government surplus stocks—has been 
located to Church World Service for diseri 
tion in emergency areas of distress in Euro 
and Asia. Funds are needed for ocean freight. 

* * * 


Protestant persecution in Colombia w 
pointed up as a major concern of the church 
when the Presbyterian Church in the US: 
165th General Assembly unanimously protest 
“the continued denial of the exercise of re 
gious freedom to a Protestant religious minor 
in Colombia, and the increased persecution 
Protestant people in that country during t 
past year.” 

* * * 


A “World Committee for Christian Broz 
casting” on which all five continents will 
represented, plans to establish cooperati 
among all Christian television and radio c: 
porations. It is headed by the Rev. B. Burt 
Martin, of the United States. 

* * * 


The Scriptures are being published in las 
numbers in Hong Kong. In 1952 there wi 
printed 4,000 Bibles in the Amoy dialect (spx 
en in Formosa); 10,000 New Testaments a 
Psalms and 3,000 copies of St. Mark’s Gos: 
in Hua Lisu (dialect of Yunnan Province 4 
northern Burma); and parts of the New Tes 
ment in Yunnan and Vietnamese. | 


